36           HISTORY OF UPPER ASSAM      CHAP.

the Moghuls were driven from Pandoo and almost
annihilated at Sualkuchi, on the north bank, a little
below Pandoo, 300 ships and many cannon and match-
locks being captured. Curiously enough, the Ahom
records of this fight make the first mention of any
European being in Assam, when amongst their pri-
soners they found a Feringhi, but of what nationality
is not known. Ralph Fitche, a merchant in Queen
Elizabeth's time, had visited Kamatapur, the Kocch
capital, but no European had gone further east.
Having cleared the Moghuls off the river, the Ahoms
concentrated for the assault of Hajo, which fell after
a desperate defence, when an immense amount of
loot, munitions of war, etc., were secured. Pratap
Sing, pursuing his advantage, continued his advance
down river, seizing all Mahomedan posts as far as
Goalpara. This continuance of success for the Ahoms
was not of long duration, for almost immediately the
Nawab of Dacca despatched a force of 12,000 men to
recover the territory thus lost to Bengal, and it was
not long before he captured a strong fort at Jogighopa,
near the mouth of the Manas river, from which he
secured the submission of the Goalpara country oppo-
site. The Ahoms, beaten at Jogighopa, drew off to
the foot of the Bhootan hills and awaited reinforce-
ments. These arrived duly, and with 40,000 men
they attacked the Moghuls in their camp at Bishenpur.
In the heavy battle that ensued Pratap Sing's troops
were beaten with the loss of over 4,000 men and several
generals. A later defeat in a naval action on the
Brahmaputra at Srighat, followed by the capture of
Pandoo and Gauhati, placed the whole of Kamarupa
for the time being at the Moghul disposal, whose